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AN INTRODUCTION BY
SAINT ETIENNE’S BOB

STANLEY

Tonight’s event is the culmination of Saint
Etienne’s year as the first pop group to be
Artists in Residence at Southbank Centre.
It was an odd year to be here as the focal
point of the centre — the Royal Festival
Hall — was closed for all but the last three
weeks. This made the decision easy on what
we would create — a documentary on the
Hall's refurbishment and a history of the
site. [t wasn't a hard call. Collectively, it's
our favourite building in London.

As with the previous Saint Etienne films,
myself and Pete Wiggs worked on the
music, while Paul Kelly directed and
Andrew Hinton kept the boat on course

with a wooden paddle and a handful of
pennies. This Is Tomorrow aims to explain
how inspiring and forward-looking the Hall
was when it was first built, how it quickly
became sidelined, and how it’s future starts
in June 2007. By looking back, the building
will move forward by rediscovering its prime
motives. It aims to become an arts centre
that creates as well as curates - we wanted
This Is Tomorrow to set a benchmark

for future Southbank Centre Artists in
Residence.

Lending us a hand are musicians and
singers from four local schools. As well

as playing our soundtrack on stage, we
have Roll of the Dice from Sedgehill School
Lewisham, and - to show we're not entirely
biased towards South London ~ Let’s

Wrestle from Muswell Hill. They’re part of
This Is Today, our multi-faceted support act
tonight - there's more about it later on in
this programme.

Before the screening of This Is Tomorrow
inside the Royal Festival Hall auditorium,
the foyers will be animated with sound and
film broadcasts and live performances.
The young people’s film society Vography
embark on a journey through time and
space, focusing on the past, present and
future of the Royal Festival Hall with the
film 20687, shot in rotascope animated
style, the youth of today paint a picture
of tomorrow.

Head to The Ballroom after we've left the
stage and listen to Martin Green spin some
sounds of tomorrow. He’s one of about 100
people who have really helped us out during
the year. Thanks to him, to all of them, and
to you for coming. Enjoy tomorrow!

Bob Stanley

Stay in touch with the film at
www.thisistomorrow.co.uk

































